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A Bt fromn the Top

Last month’s meeting saw a smaller turnout than normal but those who stayed
away missed out on an interesting afternoon from Wim'’s Singing Monkey !

Members had been asked to bring along their inventions and the products
which helped them with their orchid growing. Some examples were:

A Portable Potting Bench ( aka Ironing Board )

Potting Mix Sieve and/or Hanging Basket ( aka chip fryer)

Many other ideas were discussed and it all made for a most entertaining and
informative afternoon.

Congratulations Ted, Elisabeth and Wim for the effort at the Levin Show on
22"% August. They won Best Display for the Club with a good range of colour
and genera. Altogether Club members won 6 First Prizes and 3 Seconds. In
addition, Murray and Nola took out the Miniature and Species Trophies for
Maxillaria sophronitis. A most successful result.

Please Note the following:

1. Coming up in September the Club will be selling the OCNZ raffle
tickets at New World and Pak’nSave. If you can help, please let Joy know

2. Bring back YOUR raffle books and money.
3. Return Show Trophies ( CLEANED please )

4. Plant Lists for the October Show to Ted by Mid-September Please !!

5. | have tentatively booked the RSA for a smorgasbord meal the
Saturday night of the Show. A clip board will be circulated at the
September meeting for the number attending.

Finally, we need helpers with all parts of running the Show and again,
clipboards will be sent round so you can identify where you can help. We also
need someone who will be willing to take over making the posies as this was
Pam’s domain for so many years.

Look after those plants and hopefully we will have a very successful Show
the weekend of October 3"

See you at the next meeting,



PLANTS ON PARADE

BERYL PETERS TROPHY

L& B Cook

Other Entry

T Mannell
DISPLAY

T Mannell

L & B Cook

W & C E Spiekman

Odcdm Wildcat “Bobcat’

Sc Purple Cascades ‘Fragrance Beauty’

Odm Anna-Clair
Wils Fokawi

Den Anne’s Rainbow

Den Candice ‘Ace’x Lusty ‘Bob Best’
Den Hilda Poxon florafest’s Victory
MTSSA Icecream ‘Sunday’

Odm Shelly Jane

Onc Sweet Sugar

Coel cucullata

Coel ovalis

Masd Karen Eleanor
Masd Monarch
Masd Splendida
Pleuro truncata



CULTURE NOTES

SEPTEMBER

GENERAL COMMENTS

Keep up the baiting for snails as they just love the flower buds, & can cause
great amounts of damage in just one night. Another way to prevent them
getting at the new buds is to tie some cotton wool around the stem just below
the buds, so that any that get past the baits are halted at this point. Aphids will
also be appearing in force as the weather warms, so have some Rose dust
ready for them

CYMBIDIUMS should be repotted this month, if possible, & get rid of any
spent bulbs & roots while you have them out of the pots. When you repot,
make sure that you water sparingly for several weeks so that broken roots can
seal up & new roots are encouraged to grow from the bulbs to make a nice
healthy plant. It is a good idea to soak the bark for a couple of days before
use, as dry bark will not readily take up moisture. & when water is applied
later it will just run straight through and not be available to the plant. Once the
plant is removed from the pot. remove all old dead roots leaving only the white
firm ones, also remove all old dead leaf husks & any shrivelled back bulbs,
then repot into a pot just big enough to take the roots and have enough room
on the surface for about two years growth.

Plants not needing repotting, & plants that were repotted earlier in August,
can have their feeding programme increased this month as the weather
warms it is a good idea to repot any plants that are spreading over the rim of
the pots. The best time to repot is once the plant has finished flowering up.

CATTLEYAS the new growth is starting to swell & grow out from the base of
the plant. Once you have repotted, give the plant about two weeks without
any feed, then give it a good nitrogen type feed to make the new growth more
vigorous, when the new leaf begins to open, stop feeding with nitrogen &
revert to "Phostrogen 7 or similar to produce good flowers.

PAPHIOPEDILUMS should be repotted this month, & | always add some
material, such as dried oak leaves or similar, as well as peat or Punga fibre
sparingly, to give some fineness to the mix. This improves the moisture
holding qualities, so that the roots do not dry out quickly & as | feed lightly,
this allows the plant to get the best out of the medium without over watering in
the cold weather.




