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Tuesday 27th November  
 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 
I have just had a most enjoyable afternoon visiting the open orchid 
houses of Dave, Pat, Ray and Mike. It is always great to see how 
others growers do their thing, making the best use of their space 
and the best use of the situation they have. But the best part is the 

social interaction you have 
when it’s out of a meeting situation (plus it was a warm sunny 
afternoon). It was great to meet and talk orchids with some of our 
newer members and I hope they too have seen what can be done. 
This month’s meeting we are having a more practical meeting, 
where you can see, help divide and repot a mixed lot of orchids. It 
might not be the best time of the year but sometimes it just has to 
be done and leaving it to spring when it is moving into a warmer 
time of the year just isn’t an option. These plants will be for sale/ 
or needing a good home with a little TLC.     Keith 
  

 Waikato Orchid Society  PO Box 7101 Hamilton 
 President       Keith Smart   Ph  07-8711774                                   
 Secretary      Diane Willson  Ph  07-8496092 
 Treasurer   Mike Timm  Ph  07-8295213 
          Editor            Ray Albiston  Ph  07 8561116 
 Judging Chairperson   Jeanette Hewer Ph 07-8438348 
Email k.s.smart@xtra.co.nz      ray.albiston@xtra.co.nz 
 

Calendar of COMING EVENTS 
Tues  25th May  Monthly Meeting at Hamilton Gardens 
Tues  1st June  Committee Meeting @ Diane Willson’s 
Wed  9

th
 June  Day Meeting @ Ian & Kath Macpherson’s 

Tues  22nd June Monthly Meeting at Hamilton Gardens 
Sun 4

th
 July  Golden Jubilee Celebration 

 

Four wise men have 
been surveying Pats 
orchid house during 

the greenhouse visits 
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Tuesday 25th  May 2010   7-30pm 
 

“ A Repotting Workshop” 

 
 A longstanding member of our Society has asked that her 

collection of orchids be dispersed as she can no longer look after 
them. Accordingly we are having a demonstration of repotting for 
some of the larger specimens, and divisions of the different genera 
will be able to be purchased, or complete plants in other cases. This 
will be a “hands on night” seeing how it is done or having a go 
yourself. 

Beginners Corner – This will be incorporated into the main event. 
Display and Popular Vote 
Raffle  and Sales table plus Disa plant giveaway. 
Supper 
 

SOCIETY NEWS 
Day Meeting 
A large group of members and friends enjoyed morning tea before inspecting the 
greenhouses of Spencer Hillmer last month. A interesting feature was how 
Spencer grows many orchid plants outdoors tied to tree branches. The next Day 
Group meeting will be held on Wednesday the 9th

 of June at 10am at the home 
of Ian and Kath MacPherson’s, 214 Fairview Rd Te Awamutu. All welcome.  
 

Golden Jubilee Celebration 
You are invited to this one day event which is being held on : 

• Sunday 4th July 10-30am to 3-30pm (10am staging of display 
plants)                              

• At  Hamilton Gardens   Rotary Lounge 
• A catered lunch is being served at a prepayment cost of; 

$35 for Non Members 
$15 for Present and Past Waikato Society Members 

Please send payment to the Treasurer, Waikato Orchid Society PO Box 
7101 Hamilton by the cutoff date of Tuesday 22nd of June, Thanks. 
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POPULAR VOTE for April by Rae James 

Overall Winner 
M. Timm Blc.Memoria Anna Balmores’Carmela’AM 
Open 
1st M. Timm Blc.Memoria Anna Balmores’Carmela’AM 
2nd =I.D.James Onc. Star Wars ‘Palolo’ 
2nd = M.Timm Onc. Sharry Baby ‘Sweet Fragrance’ 
3rd I.D.James Ctt. Cabernet 
Small 

  1st I.D.James C. Mini Purple ‘Tamami’ 
2nd M. Timm Den. Emma ‘Tropical Song’ 
3rd I.Macpherson Z. Helen Ku 
Species       
1st  I. MacPherson Den. cuthbertsonii 
2nd =D. Martin Milt. clowesii 
2nd = M. Timm Dor. pulcherrima 
Cymbidium No entries 
Novice 
1st L. Vurrsteen-Meijer Phal. unknown 
2nd L. Vuursteen-Meijer Paph. insigne var.Sanderae 
 
S. Hillmer Aer. Seagull (Sm) 
  Ornithophora radicans(Sm) 
I.D.James Soph. Arizona(Sm) 
P. Kenny Slc. Icon(Sm) 
D. Martin Z.  Hybrid (O) 
  L. gouldiana (O) 
I. MacPherson Masd. Pat Akehurst(Sm) 
M. Timm Sngl. longifolia (S) 

(Pot.Magic Helen x C.forbesii)xSlc.California 
Apricot (Sm) 

  Wlc.Bill (O) 
P.& B. Whittam Stan. wardii(S) 
C. Joe Yang Epi. Veitchii (Sm) 
   
Plants for Display only:  Ron Maunder 
Masd. Fraseri ‘Redcoat’  Onc. gardneri 
Den subclausum var. subclausum Blptm. Midnight Blue 
Odm.bictoniense  Mtssa. Peggy Larsen 
Odbrs. Peggy Mobely  Odtna. Candy Harry 
Odm.crocodipterum  Mtssa Aztec x Milt.clowesii 
Mclna. Pagan Lovesong x (Oda.(Stirlana x Liangera) 
Milt. spectabilis moreliana x Odm. Sheraton 
Milt.Belle Glade ‘Everglades Waterfall’ 
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NOTE: 
I have tried to use the new accepted nomenclature when checking.  If it is too 
confusing (some plants are accepted in 3 different genera – for instance C. 
Elusive Heartbeat) I give up. What to do?  Write new labels but keep your old 
labels in case they change them back as has happened with some of the Laelias 
and Sophronitis. 
 

******************************************** 
How to Choose a Healthy OrchidHow to Choose a Healthy OrchidHow to Choose a Healthy OrchidHow to Choose a Healthy Orchid    

When you are looking at orchid plants in a nursery the chances are that they will 

be healthy and well grown. However, there are some things you can look for to 

ensure that the plant you are buying will be the best you can get. The best way 

to get flowers that you are going to like is to buy a plant in bloom, or a plant that 

is exactly the same (a mericlone) of one that you have seen in bloom. Check the 

leaves on the plant to make sure that they are plump and smooth looking not 

wrinkled or pocked. They should be of uniform colour and have few if any spots. 

Some varieties of orchids will develop spots on the leaves from high light levels, 

so ask your vendor about it. Look for  insect damage under the leaves and check 

the media to make sure that it and the visible roots look healthy. The flowers 

should be free of any odd looking colour breaks which might indicate a viral 

infection. Colour breaks can be anything from unusual patterning when the 

colour should be plain to blotching. If you think a flower looks odd, check with 

another vendor if possible for the same plant and compare flowers. One 

exception would be the harlequin Phals. which have spots which can be different 

on each flower. If possible, take the plant out of the pot to inspect the roots so 

that you know they are healthy and growing and not rotting. This is not always 

possible to do, especially if you are purchasing from a vendor such as a 

supermarket or hardware store. In that case, make sure that the orchid has not 

been overwatered and sitting in water. The leaves will show withering and 

sunken spots from overwatering just as they do from under watering. In many 

cases it is possible to save these orchids by immediately taking them out of the 

decorative plastic and repotting them in new media. Water carefully afterwards. 

See that the plant is labelled correctly.  

Always be sure to quarantine new plants if you have healthy plants already. 

Most new growers will learn this lesson the hard way by bringing home just one 

infected plant that will cause problems with all the others. Remember orchids 

only grow one or two new shoots a year. It will take years to replace all the 

leaves from a really bad insect devastation! Spray for insects and fungus and 

keep separated for approx. 10 days or up to a month at the least.  
Article courtesy Manawatu OS Newsletter Feb2010 
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Gold Plated Orchids 
 

 ver 40 years ago, the late Lee Kum Tatt, then chairman of SISIR 
(Singapore Institute of Standards and Industrial Research) was one day 
having a stroll at the Singapore Botanic Gardens with his wife Engeline.  
When she mentioned immortalising the flower, Lee thought up a novel 

idea to preserve the orchid. Together with a team of people at SISIR, a patented 
process that plates fresh orchids in 24-carat gold was developed and Lee then 
presented his wife a gold-plated bloom he named after her - Oncidium Engeline 
Lee. Also an orchid hybrid called Dendrobium Elizabeth was named after Queen  
Elizabeth II on the occasion of Her Majesty's visit to Singapore in 1972. A spray of 
the hybrid was then plated in 24-carat gold and presented to her as a state gift in 
honour of the golden jubilee of her ascension to the throne. 

 
In 1976, the first four RISIS (SISIR spelt 
backwards) outlets opened in Singapore, 
selling a wide range of jewellery and 
ornaments plated in 24-carat gold, rhodium 
and precious metals.  "Our best-selling 
products are orchid-based," said Wee Swee 
Poh, CEO of RISIS “and about 60% of our 
customers are Singaporeans, with the rest 
being tourists”. 
  

The company obtains fresh blooms for plating from a commercial nursery in  
Singapore that grows special hybrids specifically for RISIS. These hybrid  
blooms are smaller in size than commercial varieties. "We want to create delicate 
jewellery with thinner petals which can still withstand the plating process," said 
Wee. Currently,15 of these special hybrids are being plated. Besides that, RISIS 
also plates full species like the Vanda Miss Joaquim,  Singapore's national flower. 
 
The production plant is located in Batam, Indonesia, and the entire plating 
process is done by hand, taking three days to complete. Before plating, each 
bloom is hand-picked and checked for symmetric features and similar-shaped 
petals. Then, each flower is shaped by hand for evenness before being attached 
to a thin wire. It is then dipped into gold paint, which is a copper alloy specially 
formulated for orchids to protect the flowers' surface and retain their texture. Next, 
the flower is dipped into a copper "bath" or copper solution for three hours to give 
it a strong coating, and the texture and veins of the flower can still be seen after 
this stage. The coated flower is then shaped manually before going through a 
second copper bath for another five hours. Next, it is polished, and finishing 
touches are applied before it goes through a nickel bath for five to 10 minutes to 
prevent corrosion and to protect its colour. The final dipping is into the gold bath, 
a clear, chemical solution which contains pure, melted 24-carat gold. The flower is 
then left to dry for three to five days before being lacquered. 

O 
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Greenhouse Visits Sunday 16th May 
After a wet Saturday it was nice to 
see the sunshine on Sunday for our 
greenhouse visits to four of our 
growers.  First up was Dave 
Martin’s very tidy greenhouse with 
his blackboard, meticulously 
recording the days of watering and 
fertilization. Within Dave’s mixed 
collection I spotted a nice L. 
gouldiana which he exhibited at our 
last meeting, and a lovely apricot 
SLC. Coastal Gold which he has 
brought back to life from a fellow 
members collection.  Next, at Pat Kenny’s the kettle had boiled for a cuppa and 
refreshments before touring his extensive greenhouses of Dendrobiums and 
Cymbidiums. In a one upmanship contest, Spencer Hillmer brought along and 
exhibited his vibrant  BLC. (Aloha Case x Hunting Island) ‘Hawaii’, (it was still in 

bud the previous Wednesday at 
the day group meeting) and Pat 
countered that with a nice Den. 
Hilda Poxon.  The next grower 
was Ray Albiston with his 
greenhouse shoehorned into the 
corner of the section, 
necessitating a walk through the 
garage to get to cooler section 
housing the pluerothallid alliance  
of Disa, Dracula and Masdevallia, 
of which there were a few in 

flower.  On to Mike and Meg 
Timm’s greenhouses growing in 

number each time one visits them, with some delightful Oncidium, Cattleyas and 
Dendrobiums, one particularly novel plant 
being Den. One Thousand Stripes. A nice 
afternoon tea was supplied to round out 
the day after a stimulating afternoon for all 
those who managed to attend. Lots of our 
newer members (and experienced 
growers) saw how others grew their plants 
and picked up new ideas and hints on 
improving their culture. Thanks to our four 
host growers for making their places 
available to visit, sharing their knowledge 
and for supplying drinks and refreshments.  

SLC. Coastal Gold 

BLC. (Aloha Case x Hunting Island) ‘Hawaii’ 

Den.  One Thousand Stripes 
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SHOW DATES  2010 

Date Show Venue 

12-14th June Caloundra’s Golden 
Orchidfest  Australia 

Lake Kawana Community Centre 
Bokarina Queensland Australia 

3rd July Hawkes Bay OS 40th  Clive Community Hall 

4
th

 July Waikato 50
th

 
Anniversary  

Hamilton Gardens 

23-25th July NZOS Winter Show Mt Albert Memorial Hall Auckland 
14th Aug CSA Spring Show Western Springs 
8-12th Sept 6th National Show 

Orchid Extravaganza 
The Arena  
Palmerston North 

17-19th Sept NZOS Spring Show Mt Albert Memorial Hall Auckland 
24-26th Sept Tauranga OS Racecourse Greeton Rd 
26

th
 Sept Waikato Spring  Hamilton Gardens 

2-3rd Oct Hawkes Bay OS  Taradale Town Hall 
6th Nov Sarcochilus Show Taradale Town Hall 

 

Mike samples a fig at the Day Group 
meeting @ Spencer Hillmer’s 

How’s this for a new media!! 
Pat Kenny placed this Cattleya 
into a bucket with Cabbage Tree 
leaves as the media prior to 
summer. It grew half a dozen large 
new canes over summer and is 
looking very healthy. Advantages- 
cheap, and these leaves don’t rot. 


