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WAIKATO ORCHID SOCIETY    
P.O. Box 7101   
Hamilton  

 

Meeting    7-30pm every 4th Tuesday except Dec, Jan, Hamilton Gardens 
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Tuesday 27th November  
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 Waikato Orchid Society  PO Box 7101 Hamilton  
 President        Keith Smart   Ph  07-8711774                                   
 Secretary      Diane Willson  Ph  07-8496092 
 Treasurer    Mike Timm  Ph  07-8295213 
          Editor            Ray Albiston  Ph  07 8561116 
 Judging Chairperson    Jeanette Hewer Ph 07-8438348 
Email k.s.smart@xtra.co.nz      ray.albiston@xtra.co.nz 
 

Calendar of COMING EVENTS 
Tues  22nd June Monthly Meeting at Hamilton Gardens  
Tues  29th June Committee Meeting @ Ray Albiston’s 
Sun 4 th July  Golden Jubilee Celebration 
Wed  14th July  Day Meeting @ Diane Willson’s 
Tues  27th July Monthly Meeting at Hamilton Gardens  
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“ DVD Evening”  
 We will be seeing a number of short video presenta tions on 

orchids, flowers and various other mysterious subje cts which are 
sure to be of interest. 

Beginners Corner – Pat will bring us up to date with what needs 
doing to our orchid collections to survive winter. 

Display and Popular Vote 
Raffle  and Sales table  
Supper 

�� �� ����	
����
Note If you haven’t paid for lunch at our 50th Jubilee, tonight will be 

your last chance. $35 non members and $15 past and present members 
 

�������������
���������
��
This group is becoming more popular for those who are able to meet during the 
day. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday the 14th of July at 10am  at the 
home of Diane Willson 11B Arcus St Hamilton. All welcome.  

�� �!"����#
��
Please note that subscriptions for the year are now overdue if you have not paid 
yet. Single $20 and $30 for Family membership. 

��#
��$�%#"���&��
Alan Locke is reducing his collection and has over 200 available to choose from 
prices:-  small plants = $5,   small flowering sized = $10, and larger plants  = $15 
Nothing over $15 and a large selection in all price ranges. Please ph 07) 8710222 
for more details. 

��'���� �"��
Over the last few months a number of new members have joined the Society. 
Welcome to Jason Healey, Eileen Reardon, Tom and Sophia Ting, Luisa Liu, 
Marleena Kersel, Laura Vuursteen-Meijer, and Lois Vuursteen  We hope that you 
enjoy participating in all our activities. 

�������
Congratulation to Pam Etheridge and Joyce Waller on joining the local judging 
panel as Accredited Judges. 
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POPULAR VOTE for May by Rae James  
Overall Winner 
I. MacPherson Milt. spectabilis var.moreliana 
Open 
1st D. Martin L. anceps 
2nd Keith Smart C. Mini Purple 
3rd M. Timm Rsc. Robert and Michael’Hawaii’ 
Small 
1st M. Timm Den. One Thousand Stripes 
2nd S. Hillmer Rsc. Robert and Michael’Hawaii 
3rd . M. Timm Sngl. Neptune 
Species       
1st  I. MacPherson Milt. spectabilis var.moreliana 
2nd K. Smart L. albida 
3rd. D. Martin Max. picta 
Cymbidium  
1st. M. Timm Cym. Music Box Dancer 
2nd. R. Flint Cym. Mini Dream ‘Sand’ 
3rd. R. Albiston Cym. William Hertrich ‘Sea Nymph’ 
Novice  
1st Jordan Healey Milt clowesii 
2nd L. Vuursteen-Meijer Paph. unknown 
3rd. M. George L. anceps 
 
R. Albiston Masd.(Tasmanian Devil x Southern 

Sun)(Sm) 
M. George Epi. radicans (O) 
  Milt. clowesii (N) 
P. Kenny Onc.Sugar Babies (O) 
I. MacPherson Masd.Angel Frost(Sm) 
M. Timm Enc cochleata (S) 

Onc. flexuosum (S) 
  Oda(Rawdon Cracker x Kaleidoscope )(O) 
C. Joe Yang L. anceps (O) 
  L. anceps (S) 
  L. pumila (Sm) 
NOTE: 
I have tried to use the new accepted nomenclature when checking.  If it is too confusing 
(some plants are accepted in 3 different genera – for instance C. Elusive Heartbeat) I give 
up. What to do?  Write new labels but keep your old labels in case they change them back 
as has happened with some of the Laelias and Sophronitis. 
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  Hamilton Gardens - Chartwell Room and Rotary Lounge            
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Making  final adjust ments to the WOS 
“Cowshed” display at the Wellington 

Expo 1985 

 Excerpts of the Waikato Orchid Society History 
The following is a selection of highlights of the activities of the Waikato Orchid 
Society over its 50 years of history. A more complete rendition is in the souvenir 
booklet that attendees of the celebrations will receive. 
 
In the Beginning    
It was June 1960 when a group of enthusiasts got together to form the embryo of 
what developed into the Waikato Orchid Society. The clubrooms of the then 
Whitiora Bowling Club were hired and the meeting was advertised in the Waikato 
Times for a date in July.  The evening came and 28 people turned up.  Twenty 
people paid a £1 membership fee and by the end of 1960 no less than 47 had 
joined the group. The first public show was held in the spring of 1963, at the art 
gallery building which used to be in Grantham Street and where the monthly 
meetings were now being held.   
By 1964, which marked the centenary of Hamilton City, it was decided to hold a 
National Show which besides orchids had a fashion parade.  To advertise the 
show, there was a vintage car rally carrying members around the city in period 
costumes, waving orchids and extolling the public to attend the show.  
 

The Boom Times 
Following on from the first NZ 
International Orchid Conference 
held in the spring of 1980 at the 
Ellerslie Racecourse, and two 
major local horticultural shows, 
namely the ‘Mini Chelsea 
Flower Show’ and ‘Springworld’ 
in 1984, the growth in the 
society over these years was 
phenomenal.  By the end of 
1984 it had a committee of 15 
people and no less than 500 
members, and in July 1985 the 
Society celebrated its Silver 
Jubilee. 
 
 

The 13th World Orchid Conference 
This was held in Auckland in September 1990.  2198 people registered for the 
conference and over 40,000 people attended the show.  The Waikato OS display 
was a mammoth undertaking, featuring Mt. Pirongia painted on an enormous 
backdrop commissioned for the event and props included a large Maori canoe, a 
waterfall, ferns and other native vegetation and recorded native bird songs.  
 
 



 

Waikato Orchid Society                                                                        June  20 10 Newsletter 

7 

Who could forget the Buga 
display at Orchid Expo 2000? 

 
 
 
The Turn of the Century 

By now the membership had stabilised at 
about 60 including family members, and in 
common with most Clubs and Societies it 
seemed impossible to attract youthful 
members to sustain the Society. However 
the Society was undaunted, by volunteering 
to host both the 4th and 5th New Zealand 
International Orchid Expos, in September 
2000 and 2005 respectively.  These 4 day 
events, consisting of a Show and 
Conference were innovative in that displays 
from other local organizations were also 
incorporated such as Camellias, Floral Art, 
Cake Decorating, Patchwork and Quilting, 
plus a Daffodil Show. A small but dedicated 
group worked extremely hard to make these 
events successful. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Balloons over Hamilton  
Orchid Expo 2005 

The Waikato display at the World Orchid Conference 1990 
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Greenhouse visits have always  been 
popular to learn more about culture 

50 Years On 
The Society celebrates the 
success of all that has been 
achieved over 50 years, by 
thousands of loyal members 
many of whom are now 
deceased. But we salute the 
foundation members who 
started the Society and to 
those who are still members 
we say “well done”. Let’s 
hope that the Society (in 
some form) will achieve its 

centenary in 2060, continuing 
to keep alive the passion of 
growing orchids in the 
Waikato region. 
  
                                      

                             
 
 
 
 
 

SHOW DATES  2010 
Date Show  Venue 

12-14th June Caloundra’s Golden 
Orchidfest  Australia 

Lake Kawana Community Centre 
Bokarina Queensland Australia 

3rd July Hawkes Bay OS 40th  Clive Community Hall 

4th July  Waikato 50 th 
Anniversary  

Hamilton Gardens  

23-25th July NZOS Winter Show Mt Albert Memorial Hall Auckland 
14th Aug CSA Spring Show Western Springs 
8-12th Sept 6th National Show 

Orchid Extravaganza 
The Arena  
Palmerston North 

17-19th Sept NZOS Spring Show Mt Albert Memorial Hall Auckland 

24-26th Sept Tauranga OS Racecourse Greeton Rd 
26th Sept  Waikato Spring  Hamilton Gardens  
2-3rd Oct Hawkes Bay OS  Taradale Town Hall 
23-25 Oct 
Labour Wknd 

Orchid Fair K & R Orchids 178 Dominion Rd 
Tuakau 

6th Nov Sarcochilus Show Taradale Town Hall 

Pat Kenny finds a melon on the road side  
to Kawhia during a greenhouse visit to 

Alan and Cheryl Lockes 
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